Amateur Gardening
Art Editor

Started as a freelance designer in August
2005 with a promotion to Art Editor ag
year later. The title enjoyed a consistent
rise in sales during my employment

which was mainly down to great content
attractive and accessible layouts, a :
constant monitoring of market tr;ands

and strong branding of the title.

Daily responsibilities included prioritisin
workloads, finding and promoting °
individual strengths within a team

and establishing productive worki;m
relationships. As Art Editor, | was °
expected to continuously evolve the
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Kneelers and storage seats

Consumer editor Julia
Heaton adopts a comfy seat
for weeding and planting
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Gardening ¥
Garland Sit, Step & Store £17.25w® Bestbuy

001384 275256 - garlandproducts.com for stockists. "5 /
o5 % K Kk X 15

Fe
Plastic moulded design consists of
black step-up stool and seat thatsits

(a1cm), D.13in (33cm).

in — and the two together are easy ©
carry one-handed.

Value * * * * *

Reasonable price for aversatile
gardening seat and storage trug that
has avariety of uses

Per
More comfortable if yo
s rather than acre

kneelers and rolling seats

“nd kneel in comfort — and the ones
‘Weve tested here all have the added
benefit of providing some storage
space for your garden hand tools too

Strata Kneeler, Seat Draper Kneeler gSeat Seat’N’ Roll 4in1Seat ‘N Roll
and Tool Store £9.99 £18.40 £23.99 . £549 delivery £29.99 . £5.49 delivery

© 02380494333
% drapertools.com for stockists

—
Silverline Folding Stool
£12.99 tree delivery

© 02081330525 © 02038718515
uk 2 uktoolcentre.couk

02081330825
7 bestagarden.couk bests

© 0345 6403030
% argos coauk for store finder
Features * % * * * Features * * * * %
Alplasic, UV-prorected black wheeled  Canvas e synthetic seatwith sewn
0 reen seat and carry  imhandles and sorage bag onafolding
rame. Has seven tool

Features * * * *

Features * * % * %
Tough plastic construction with steel

Features * * * *
Heavy duty plastc frame and handles.

Single polypropylene moulding with
foar kneeler pad. Can be used as a seat
and tool carrier with two deep storage
ompartments, or as a kneeler with slots
fora couple of small tools. H 13440
(34cm), W. 26in (66cm), D. 9¥sin (24cm).

‘handles and four ho
1id clip-locks shut over a arge storage
(58cr), D. 8¥in (22cm) compartment H. 1%in (30cm).

Performance x+** W, 2éin (55crm), D, 10%in (26cm)

Comiy hand grips and sea; the atter at Performance *

oot height Foam pad s easy on the | LaTgest S0 ‘boxof all - just about

B et extend hewhole | bigenough 0 3quceie L7 small pair of Performan

\width of the kneeler Slight give in the hedge shears. The large seat s comfy, Fairly substantial storage capacity. m o able of

e om | agood woring height, and he wheels ed on seat is a comfortable agood working heght and capab” 5
o eralawn Although (o0 e o e e rewhecls ol | SAINE eSO ools inside and out
i staigh ine over alawn. The 16 by the handles and i folds naturally

o comiy kneeler, ut thearms are {2 ke it easy to carry around, but e

Sy justlong enough (o help you up. il it s the trckder it becomes to grab
both handles in one han

interior storage

{29cm), W, 23in (59cm). D. 9%in (34cr)
W, 15in (38crm), D.1lin (28cm).

Simple assembly required.

* kKK
Strong both as a seat and for helping
‘yourself up from the kneeling position. rf\(tmleance * ‘ﬁ * 'i o
Comiy kneeler and the seat s 3 800 small butsurprisingly comforabie 3
height to be working from. Deep pockets

agold-plated
Tockable lid is entirely necessary:

Value % % *
Easy to carry and tools won'tfall out.
but limited kneeling space.

gardening spot the to

Joul probably be using them anyway!
Value * * % * % Value * * * %

Not abad price fora large, well-made Pricey but robust. A rolling stool, satic

rolling stool that carries lots of it seat, kneeler and tool box allin one

Value * % * % %

Value * * * * *
‘A geeat price that includes delivery.

Excellent price. Does exactly whatit's
‘meant o,
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Nextweek: Going
undercover - we
(est garden gazebos

In the shade

Keepyourself and your plants
‘protected this summer

Curtain shading
£34.99

©0333 5771926

il prdrnstneuo.nk

Don't let a scorcher

of a day get to your

greenhouse plants.

This Vitavia curtain

can be fixed to the.

roof to stop sun

\ay ‘has the

double benefit of

‘helping to maintain heat. There's
around 50sq ft (46sqm) of coverage.
and a 12 month warranty.

Coolaroo shade sail

£89.
01344578 S1L
% n.com

Sail througha

also allows air 10

Circulate. Easily set up and great for
2 patio or garden play area. Comes
‘n three colours with a ive year
‘guarantee and measures 11t 6inx
Tife6in (3.6m x 36m)

UV sun hat
£26.95- psp£39%
© 01733765030

4 sun-togs.coulk
Ramp up the

‘Hydrc

als’, Bug Of
repellent, brass ventilation holes,
‘anti bacterial headband and a wide,
bendable brim. Its even Teflon
coated for added water resistance.
against summer ShOWers.
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Redesigning Brands

«then i again before the firs frosts.

brand which involved working closel
with the Editor and Group Art Dlrec{or
Market research (mainly through focus.
groups and reader surveys) was used to
ev<-:|uqte the readership’s perceptions
Thls research would culminate in the .
introduction of new page grids that could
be easily used by all members of staff.

Aﬂe.r analysing market research, my
de.5|gn team would work closely with
Editorial Departments to restructure
the title, covering everything from the

- oy windowsils theperece place ogiow 2. Il
ool phunge severa smallerprs o 2 large
anie fo an tndoor summer dispay providedyou
brough

e

i — —
Getting started with

Cacu

Once you get your head around their tongue twisting
Jatin names you'll find they're very easy plants to grow

HE botanical names of some
popular types of cacti -
wichocereus
gynocalyc
Jike the names of some prehisioric
animals that once roamed this carth
There bt that these plants hay
<ome of the most difficult o pronounce
hames in the entire plant kingdom.
but once you get your head around
Tongue twisting names you'lfind
{hey re among the easiest plants you
could possibly grow.

Periect for aising in pots on & sunny
indowsil acti largely originate from
ot dry regions of South, Central

i America. As they have to survive
Tong periods of drought inthelr natural
ater in their fleshy

oose from
There's great variety among them.
Plants can form narrow columns

or have flatish pads that are fused
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{ogether,like the famous pr
Others are spherical or have tapering.
finger-like stems. They may spread into
dense clusters over time or S

‘a5 a solitary specimen. Apart from
Architectural good looks, many flower

e
“\Wear a tough pair

of gloves when

handling them”
e

Solt 10 the touc!
hair-like growth. A number of species
have really dangerous, sharp long
cpines or barbs that are quite shoviy.
because they are curved, hooked oF
even multi-coloured.

“eactas (Opuntia phaeacantha) growAng
‘outdoors n the eastof the UK

d grown

individ

drained, soll-based compost, such
2 John Innes No.2 with some extra
horticultural grit, However, its possible
0 mal ractive display by
‘prowing a selection of different types in
abowl-shaped container.

To avoid getting spines stuck inyour
hands when potting, always wear 2
palr of tough gloves and handie plants
by folding upa srip of newspaper and
clamping it around them. Don't squecze
oo tight or you'll damage the spines.

©08712 663678, 7

‘Southiield Nursery, Lincolnshire

£ 01778 570 168, D cactusland.couk
= We found Opuntia engelmannit
seeds (which experts think may

e the same thing as Opuniid

phaeacantha on Evay for £229.
Find out more
“The Britsh Cactus and Succulent
Soclety (5 bessorguk has over 80
branches in the uk.

T —




‘generaly form dense clumps of
Spherical stems covered with tiny

“iver spines. They freely produce big
fowers in shades of red. pink, orange

g Ow to grow
tal.‘]aSmine -

Anne’s Y m
[ros Secret revealed Y A 77, ‘ © Sow helleb
content : 3 (f wpeely! ®Plant an sipp <o
running order to signposti Herbs - ® Keep clemaie - C18h
gnposting, j them get o py, lematis in order
i emin now! e ppx magnolias

colourways, la
7 e and fonts. .Ph"tMelonPlugs

During my time at Time Inc, | worked on
many other titles assisting Art teams to
help interpret their own market research
and fine-tune their design approach
accordingly. | enjoyed the challenge of
adapting to a variety of different briefs
as each title had its own unique set of ’
objectives. W vt

really fo"eig:, S are

Web design

Also tasked with the creation of /

the title’s Wi : .. o
s WordPress website, using : =

styles and themes that were closely

related to the magazine. :'T:en":m:tzgm

Ce to ke,
e
Summer P

| eventually left Time Inc in August
201 i '

Iz:;o s.tart my own graphic and o= Wl o omurure
web design business. | gained a B
vast amount of experience in print
and web design during my
time with them.

I'eeding special: Nexiweeks o
'AGis devoted to plant feeding: what,
‘wwhen, how, and when not to feed
T

Keeping your borders in order

nce tips to get the Pest from your beds

~ Your ° T -
Giatdening Week &
with AG'S gardening expert Ruth Hayel

%) Making oo s can
it easy oo i

Working with what you've g0t

Simple maintena

Buying plants
1 am still reeling from the shock
of seeing a foxglove (admittedly a
large one) for sale for €17 in my
loca garden centre

= uying border fllers need notbe
penive Trays of hardy annuals
D eheap vy of plugging 5205
= often buy plans from roadside
Sarden sals and open gaxden
e, and ama regular at lant
Statsran by nurseres at my local
weekly market

m ot can buy small perenials for
around £2 (they soon grow), anc
it to the stal Rolders who are
happy d

‘Basics first - test your soil ©
checkts pH (acidity). then onl.
by plants you know will gow n it

Mamillaria
Probably the most popular type
of cact these make solitary compact
‘bals of dense clusters of low growing
Stems. Some are covered with tiny
“pines, while others are armed with
barbs thatlook ke fishing hooks

rgentina, these:

Cleistocactus

Slow-growing with slender,erect.
teras, itwill form clumps in tme.

Bost of the ot is Cleistocactus strausil 5 3

it commonly called silver torch 2

A Combine annuals and perennials £ * Q‘

forhvely and colourful borders & .

AL 8 -

s in borders

blanket of white spin
Ruth shows how to keep your borders looking bonny

Plant easy—care shrubs and 2 Watchourforpests L found these
faliited

bedding plant. They were soon squished!

step 3 " 3
o ste Bostmg atired borde}' in

pe
Canopy that helps suppress weeds.

eps
—

i

: L4480 Plugging gap

ale of two borders. <everal bags of soil improver, removing
e o iling up with healihy, _old bedding plants and arh that looked.
bushy peremnials, oxgloves,  sickly orwere it the wrong place, and

a couple of hollyhocks, some _ ‘planting p d annual

UR back garden s very much 2

ic: is mative of M
= Place plani atthe same depth 3
1.l

dy.Le
3 slightly wild to make life easier

9 Pacerians on the sol, n thelr pots.

Ky pear, but
h yellow sp
d Shrubs and for blossom. tofill spaces.

‘enough before planting.

maller spe
e awell Opuntia microdasys albispina is a dwarf ariet:

a Anne’s 5 golden rules for growing cacti

Give themlight  Nottoo cold
A sunny windowsill

light Harsh spring
sunshine following

‘aweeping ornamental ‘The ideal herbaceous
cherry and an
Amelanchia lamarckii
‘The other one looks

rather sad. paichy

and bare. Plants that
went in the same time
as in the other bed,
aren't doing hal as well.
‘despite regular mulchings

focal plants and a mix
of plant heights leafy
| textures and shades.
of green.
It should be planned
sothat it contains
something of interest all

Minimal watering Pot on Cactus compost
Cactineednowater | Whenaplantilsits - Some grone repot
between October during winter,after

Most cacti are happy to
which plants are left

container, move it on

overwinter just above
oroudes e best  freeding soaim fora e it March From 03 slightly larger pot.

e persure  March waterregulary  preferaby iy D08 ryantitheie normal— © gular mulching

ASF (70) While ight _ whenever the compost iy compestand  springwatering Use 2 with well-roted /gt

H Tmaterial and soil improver year round.
e e, Islow.koepthemdry  Hasdicdout Feet e aterforl-2  cactuscompostorohn i nd 6L TP, g Thsachievdy v s pants that ;
delght g e
o ad and ooty e forhandsome e oot e j;;"i‘e‘swf:?* 1o contain large trees and shrubs that have different flowering times. aswell /] | Teaseout th oo, especilly 5 o
voneadng,  restandsopgronng (IR amsg oo » e e e sy produng s A o that el iing e hepo Baceinis o Orgnpace
u yplants L2 e e ing them.the border remains_ foliage P ting hole, ¥ lh  ahealthy
i h secdhcads and omamental
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