
Country Homes & Interiors is aimed at an 
affluent rural female demographic. Focus 
group and reader surveys suggested 
that whilst the title was maintaining 
a healthy market share, a few regular 
features were being largely overlooked 
whilst others had proven to be very 
popular. The running order and content 
were therefore rebalanced to capitalise 
on these findings. The task was to instill 
these improvements into the title without 
compromising a successful formula.

I worked within the redesign team team 
to help establish the new content running 
order and create design solutions to 
address the market research. This 

required a new set of grids for the 
sections to be enhanced and another grid 
for presenting product pages (below). 
The title was also to benefit from a 
website brought in line with the new 
structure and presentation. 

Solution
•  Work closely with the editorial team to 

revise content running order and refresh 
the relevant  sections

•  Introduction of a new multi-purpose 
single-page feature grid (for interviews, 
competitions, recipes, etc)

•  A more uniform approach to picture and 
copy relationships 

PROTECT DELICATE PLANTS

Lacewing wooden cold frame,

H40cm by W100cm by D60cm, 

£39.95, Primrose.

me,
0cm, 

Fall for 
wirework! 
Wire House planter,

H30.5cm by W29cm by 

D22.5cm, £40, John Lewis.

SPRING SHOPPING

PLAN THE GARDEN YEAR AHEAD

Gardener’s journal, 160 pages, A5 size, £9.95, 

Sophie Conran at Burgon & Ball.

STORE 
SEEDS AND 

STRING
Birdy tins,
H6.5cm 
by 13.5cm 

diameter 

(largest), 
£11.99 for 

three, The 

Oak Room.

STEP OUT 

IN CHEERY 

FOOTWEAR

Funky Chicken 

wellies, sizes 

3 to 9, £32, 

I Like Chickens.

START SOWING

Seed tray gift box, W23cm 

by D15cm, £21, Idyll Home.

CHOOSE STYLISH 

CONTAINERS

Embossed galvanised 

pots, H15cm (largest) 

£25 for three, 

Retreat Home.

MAKE THE BIRDS 

A NEW HOME

Handmade 

Birdhouses and 

Feeders by Michele 

McKee-Orsini, 

£12.99, Cico Books.

HIDE MINI 

EGGS
Chocolate eggs,

£3.99 for 180g, 

Hope and 

Greenwood.

GO FOR RUSTIC WICKER AND ENAMELWARE
Wicker hamper, £16; basket, £8; carrier, £10;
wall planter, £15 for two; seed tin, £5; string tin, £5;
Bulbs & Seeds box, £15; Grown in the UK bucket,
£18, all Bluebell Walk collection, Sainsbury’s.

CUT BLOSSOM BRANCHES 

AND ARRANGE IN A 

BLUE CERAMIC VASE

Metal table and chairs, similar from 

The Worm That Turned. Ceramic vase 

and tableware, similar from Rice. 

Glass cake dome and tablecloth, 

similar from Not on the High Street. 

Cushion fabric, similar from Elanbach.
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PLEASE WIPE 

YOUR FEET!

Hares mat, 60cm by 

85cm, £49.95, Turtle Mat.

SEE PAGE 153 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES

TAKE YOUR PRIZED EGGS INDOORSSpiral egg holder, col Cream, £19.96, The Handpicked Collection.

ADD COLOUR TO THE POTTING SHED

Made-to-measure roller blinds in Nelda fabric, from £65

for W61cm by drop 76cm, Hillarys.

LABEL THE VEG PATCH

Hand-made earthenware 

plant tags, L13.5cm, £35 for 

10, Alice Shields Ceramics at 

Not on the High Street.

GIVE A HOME TO 

FEATHERED FRIENDS

Bird nest box, 16cm 

diameter, £29.95, 

The Balcony Gardener.

GET ORGANISED

Greenhouse caddy (contents 

not included), H17cm by 

W28cm by D20cm, £22.50, 

Freshly Forked.

SEND A GARDEN 

GREETING

Gardener card, including 

a packet of sweet pea 

seeds, 14cm square, £3.99, 

Seedlings Cards & Gifts.

Hen mug, H9.5cm, £10 for three, Next.
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Break for a cuppa

SIT BACK AND RELAX

Spice Bistro folding garden 

chair, H80cm by W42cm by 

D48cm, col Green, £80, Heal’s.

TREAT YOURSELF TO 

VINTAGE-STYLE TOOLS

Hand-made potting sieves,

20cm diameter, £24 each, 

Burford Garden Company.

WE WANT IT!

UPDATE GARDEN 

ESSENTIALS

Thoughtful Gardener 

fork and trowel set, 

£25, Wild & Wolf.
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•  A new mobile-optimised 
WordPress website to closely 
reflect the new title structure

•  Developing a social  
media presence (Facebook, 
Twitter, etc)

•  Improved pdf to print 
distribution strategy through 
uplinking their machines direct 
to their printers

Outcome
The changes made seemed 
to be hardly noticed by the 
readership (which is exactly 
what was required), but 
the brand continued to 
see a steady rise in both 
newsstand and subscription 
sales. The title has also 
been able to significantly 
enhance its online 
presence through social 
media and reader events.

Also known as purple leaf plum,

this deciduous tree has it all –

beautiful blossom, striking foliage,

edible fruits and good autumn

colour. Although it is not a native,

it does put in the occasional

appearance in our hedgerows. In

early spring, deep pink buds open

to a mass of single pale pink

flowers beloved by bees and flower

arrangers alike. As the blossom

scatters, young bronze leaves

appear before colouring to a sultry

purple on twigs of a shade so dark

that they can seem almost black.

In autumn, the foliage takes on

fiery hues. Mature trees are 

round headed, reaching an

eventual height of around 9m.

2. Black cherry plum 

In late summer,

red plums gather

in clusters deep

within the tree,

merging into the

purple leaves. The

fruits are small

but delicious,

especially stewed.

Bonus later in the year...

There are few sights in spring  

as lovely as blossom spreading

like wildfire through an orchard.

Apple trees break out in the

prettiest white blossom that is

especially welcome on the gnarled

lichen-clad branches of old trees,

which in deepest winter appear

dead and lifeless. With bees

declining in number, it’s worth

providing additional attractions

for these pollinators by establishing

spring-flowering, nectar-rich

plants near the apple trees.

1. Apple tree

Prunus

cerasifera 

‘Nigra’.

Sample different

varieties for taste

and texture prior

to choosing your

tree. The range 

is far wider than 

for commercially 

grown apples in

the supermarket.

Bonus later in the year... 

Prunus serrula.

Plant a blossom garden

This medium-sized, round-headed

deciduous tree provides interest in

every season. In late spring, clusters

of single white flowers, borne on

long, slender branches, appear just

before the leaves. Often, small fruit

follows the blossom and, as autumn

deepens, the dark green leaves turn

yellow before tumbling to the ground.

Unlike other cherries, it has narrow, 

willow-like leaves and casts only

light shade. Tibetan cherries  

grow best in full sun on rich, deep

loamy soil, but on waterlogged soil

struggle. Happily settled, it will

grow to around 8m.

3. Tibetan cherry

With decorative

mahogany-hued

bark that peels

away neatly with

age, this tree has

great winter appeal.

Hose annually with

clean water to keep

the bark glossy.

CHooSe FLoWeRING TReeS THAT LooK THeIR BeST IN SPRING, BUT ALSo DeLIGHT

LATeR IN THe YeAR WITH LUSCIoUS FRUIT, CoLoURFUL FoLIAGe oR BARK

Bonus later in the year...

Malus domestica.

Japanese crab apple 

These are versatile trees, grown

as single specimens or avenues.

In spring the tight carmine buds

erupt into a froth of pale pink

blossom, overwhelming the

narrow green leaves. Pruning

will keep the trees compact; left

to develop on their own, they can

reach heights of 8-12m with

arching branches that drip with

spring blossom. Sun lovers, these

trees thrive in well-drained soil. 

4

Malus floribunda.
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