
This new title was to sit in the value 
sector of the homes market and targeted 
predominantly towards women who 
took a hands-on approach to home 
decorating and renovating. Core content 
centred around affordable shopping 
and decorating ideas using relateable 
homes, with easy projects that should be 
achievable and affordable. Every feature 
was to be road-tested by a panel of guest 
readers who offer their authentic tips and 
ideas. The title also included a 12-page 
pull-out food magazine providing 50 
quick and easy recipes. 

The brief was to create a title that was 
bright, accessible, and could deliver 
content interestingly whilst retaining 

brand consistency. Straightforward 
signposting and navigation were also 
of key importance, with enticing CTA 
franchises to highlight and promote the 
project nature of the content. 

Solution
• �A comprehensive set of grids with many 

feature and cover layout combinations

• �A new suite of infographics (using 
the same shapes, image borders, and 
graphic elements throughout the issue)

• �Clear signposting of various sections 
throughout using a bold colourway to 
distinguish sections

our flat to life’
Stylist at Home Laurie, 27, has used her skills and expertise to create   

 a stylish contemporary home that’s awash with light 

‘Clever lighting brings  

 on theme 

‘to match the country

feel of the painted

cupboards, we went

for retro wall tiles and

a white china sink’

 shelf life 

‘the shelving was

made from bits of

leftover worktop, so

nothing was wasted 

– it ties it all together’

 come on in 

‘our front door was

falling apart – so

we were thrilled  

to find a classic

design at Smith’s 

architectural

 STYLE TIP 

‘Add new door

handles for a simple,

instant update’

Buy it
Get the

look with

sleek, stylish

crockery

PAGe 46
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our flat to life’
Stylist at Home Laurie, 27, has used her skills and expertise to create   

 a stylish contemporary home that’s awash with light 

‘Clever lighting brings  
 shelf life 

‘the shelving was

made from bits of

leftover worktop, so

nothing was wasted 

– it ties it all together’

 come on in 

‘our front door was

falling apart – so

we were thrilled  

to find a classic

design at Smith’s 

architectural

Salvage’    

 STYLE TIP 

‘Add new door

handles for a simple,

instant update’

Buy it
Get the

look with

sleek, stylish

crockery

PAGe 46

My hoMe...

About Me i’m laurie Morgan, 27,

and i own thatlightingshop.co.uk. 

i live with my partner owen Kiel, 31.  

My hoMe a one-bed garden flat

in a Victorian conversion in Surrey.

We moved here in august 2013.    

When I bought It it was very

spacious, but it wasn’t decorated

to our taste. the kitchen and floors

were tired, and the garden was dull.  

And noW it’s calm and stylish,

with oak floors, neutral walls and

pops of colour from accessories.

Style tIp New kitchen worktops

and units can have a huge impact.

 T
his is the first place we’ve

bought together, so we

wanted it to be right, and

although it’s just a one-bed

flat, we’ve actually got a lot  

of room,’ says laurie. ‘our friend, who’s

an estate agent, said it offered more 

like the space of a three-bed flat.

We moved here in August 2013, and

we’d already looked at quite a few

properties by then, but they just didn’t

have everything we wanted. We were

desperate for outside space, both for our

Staffordshire bull terrier, Monsieur, and for

us, so a garden or courtyard was essential. 

Finding ‘the one’
As soon as we looked around this flat in

Surbiton, we knew it was perfect. It needed

updating, but the rooms were a good size

and the garden was a bonus as it’s hardly

overlooked. The area is much sought after,

because although it’s technically in Surrey,

it’s on the outskirts of London, and it only

takes 16 minutes to travel to Waterloo.  

As we both worked in the city at the time,

it was ideal for our commute. Another

positive was the range of restaurants and

cafes, and you can nip into Kingston for

the shops. It’s also close to the motorway

for trips back to Wales to visit relatives.

One of the final things that swung our

decision to buy was the flat’s huge cellar, 
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How to

D
isplay old family

photos and

treasured letters

on this beautiful 

memo board, which is

perfect for a bedroom,

hallway or home office.

We’ve chosen a muted

floral fabric for our project,

but it’s easy to swap it for

any design of your choice

to really make it your own.

Check out your local

charity shops or car-boot

sale to pick up a vintage

style frame like this one, 

or try Dunelm or Wilko 

for something similar.

1
Remove the back and

glass from the frame.

Using the backing board

as a template, measure 

and cut a piece of foam board

and a piece of fabric with a 5cm

allowance all the way around.

Lay the foam board on the back

of the fabric and the backing

board on top. Pull the fabric

taut and tape to the board.

2
Measure and cut three

lengths of ribbon a few

centimetres longer

than the height of the 

board and three slightly longer

than the width. Measure and

mark three equally spaced

points on the back of the

board down the sides and

staple the ribbons in place.

Repeat along the top edges.

3
You should now have a

grid pattern as shown 

in the picture. Push a

drawing pin into the 

board at the point where each

ribbon crosses to hold them

in place, this is so you can slot

notes behind the ribbons. Place

the whole board back inside

the frame and stick with duct

tape to secure it in place.

 Follow Sarah’s lead and keep your room in order with this  

 handy noticeboard that’s both pretty and practical 

 Make Sarah’s 
FLORAL FABRIC

MEMO BOARD

 this simp
le project

 can be ada
pted to su

it any  

is simple

 room scheme – ch
oose a fabric in

 a colour  

 and patter
n to suit yo

ur style an
d decor 

 Large picture frame

 Cutting mat & scalpel

 Pencil & scissors

White foam board, £3

for A2 size, Hobbycraft

1/2m of Rose Garden 

in Mineral fabric, £14 

per m, Studio G

 Duct tape & staple gun

3m of 13mm cream

ribbon, £1.05 for 6m,

Hobbycraft

 White drawing pins

3

2

1

DO
IT IN

1hr

TAKES 1HR COST £18.05
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perfecT pasTels

trinket jar, £2.99; glass

bottle,£2.99, both Dunelm
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Style At Home  MONTH 2011

Summer puds 
for the family

projects to try Bedroom updates for under £125!

10+ upcycling 

STYLISH HOMES AFFORDABLE IDEAS

JULY 2015

Make it
Do it

Buy it
Love it

GARDEN REVAMPSfilled with inspiration!

‘I found my roll  top bath on eBay’‘My new kitchen cost only £600’‘I got a seriously chic look for less!’

WIN!   A VAX VACUUM CLEANER, WORTH £349!

Smart ways to get more style

on Sharps furniture

SAVE20%

PLUS 30 FAB RECIPES, WOW WALLPAPER & BATHROOM UPDATES

Gorgeous 

GET SOPHIE'S STYLEUse high-street 
a look you love 

finds to create  

READER SECRETS

Hit the shops!Top picks from £1 Recall date  08/07/2015

JULY 
 2015 £1.99

Great value!

£1.99
ONLY

Clever ideas & bargain buys
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• �A new mobile-optimised WordPress 
website to match the new title

• �Establishing a page format for print, i.e. 
working with printers to set the pages 
to the desired specification with correct 
bleed, colour settings and profiles, 
establishing binding methods, etc. 

• �Typography (establishing consistent 
typefaces, type weights, and sizes)

• �Establishing a strong colour palette (five 
colourways to be used consistently)

• �Organised and implemented pdf to 
printer protocols and uplinks

• �A handover to the new art team 
of a full set of working grids upon 
completion of the launch 

Outcome
After enjoying a strong start, Style 
at Home enjoyed a continuous increase 
since its launch and all targets were met. 
It is still one of the most popular home 
interest magazines on the UK newsstand.

 WARM WOOD 

‘Each space flows

from room to room

so we decided to go

for the same oak

flooring throughout

for a cohesive feel’

 LEATHER  
 LOUNGING 

‘A big comfy

corner sofa for

snuggling up

on was on the

essentials list’

 sEcOND HAND 

‘This used to be an old

school desk that Owen

picked up in Spain’

 great idea 

‘Hang lights above a

dining table to create 

a focal point – three

is the magic number!’

Do it
Create a bright

scheme with

modern lights

pAGE 48

Make it
Design your

own handy

side table

pAGE 50

 ‘iF YOU 
WaNt CLaSSi

C deSigN
S BUt CaN

aFFOrd tHeM, BUY 
tHeM PieCe BY P

ieCe – i

MY erCOL d
iNiNg Set OV

er a tWO-Year PeriO
d

which had been turned into a basement

room. This overcame the problem of having

only one bathroom off the bedroom. We

could see the potential of converting the

basement into a guest room with a loo and

sink. This took away any doubts, and we

moved quickly to secure the property.

On a budget
After moving in, we lived with things for a

while before deciding what we wanted to

do. We’re both fans of simple decor, natural

materials – such as wood and glass – and

design classics. For instance, we’d rather

save up and buy just one velvet cushion

we both love rather than several cheap

ones we might tire of quite quickly.

Installing a real oak floor throughout 

(other than in the bedroom and bathroom)

was high on our wish list, and we fitted it

ourselves. We’re both quite handy on the

DIY front, so we’ve gradually worked our 

way through each room, painting and

updating. We’ve managed to keep all the

renovations, including a new bathroom,

floor, paint, outdoor space and updating

the kitchen, to a total of £12,000, when we

could easily have spent a lot more. We did

this by being careful in our choices, such

as only replacing the fronts of the kitchen

units and adding a chunky wood worktop

and tiles, rather than replacing everything.

Luckily, we saved quite a lot of money on

our leather sofa. After numerous delivery

problems and then receiving one that

wasn’t quite up to scratch, the company

gave it to us for nothing. So even though

it was a hassle, it saved us £1,600 in total. 

Lighting strikes
Once the basics were in place, we started

thinking about the finishing touches – the

things that make a house feel like a home.

Because I own a lighting company, this 

MAkING  

instruments away

– display them on

a wall to express

your interests’ 
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maggie SaYS 

‘The wooden

mantel ties in

nicely with the

Ercol table and

chairs. A vibrant

tablecloth could

change the

whole mood of

the room when

required.’
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 WARM WOOD 

‘Each space flows

from room to room

so we decided to go

for the same oak

flooring throughout

for a cohesive feel’

 LEATHER  
 LOUNGING 

‘A big comfy

corner sofa for

snuggling up

on was on the

essentials list’

 sEcOND HAND 

‘This used to be an old

school desk that Owen

picked up in Spain’

 great idea 

‘Hang lights above a

dining table to create 

a focal point – three

is the magic number!’

cHOp cHOp

Breadboard, 

£14.99, H&M

fEELING 
bLUE
Moroccan 

throw, £16

Sainsbury’s

Do it
Create a bright

scheme with

modern lights

pAGE 48

Make it
Design your

own handy

side table

pAGE 50

ON THE 
WIRE
Tapered glass

pendant, £55,

That Lighting

Shop
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way through each room, painting and

updating. We’ve managed to keep all the

renovations, including a new bathroom,

floor, paint, outdoor space and updating

the kitchen, to a total of £12,000, when we

could easily have spent a lot more. We did

this by being careful in our choices, such

as only replacing the fronts of the kitchen

units and adding a chunky wood worktop

and tiles, rather than replacing everything.

Luckily, we saved quite a lot of money on

our leather sofa. After numerous delivery

problems and then receiving one that

wasn’t quite up to scratch, the company

gave it to us for nothing. So even though

it was a hassle, it saved us £1,600 in total. 

Lighting strikes
Once the basics were in place, we started

thinking about the finishing touches – the

things that make a house feel like a home.

Because I own a lighting company, this 

ONN THE

3 style buys
MAkING  

MUsIc  

‘Don’t hide

instruments away

– display them on

a wall to express

your interests’ 
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‘The wooden

mantel ties in

nicely with the

Ercol table and

chairs. A vibrant

tablecloth could

whole mood of

the room when
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 Mac ’n’ veg
  

 bake 

 quick stea
k  
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 fajitas with salsa 

 leMon & 
herb  leMo

 haddock bake 
asParagu

s, chicke
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Cook up a delicious

dinner in less  

than 30 mins!

meals
QuiCK 
& eaSy

Cook it
everyday dinnerS
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