Creative Lead,

My role was to produce solutions

within a redesign team tasked with
reinventing the title The History of Rock.
This redesign was to work alongside an
editorial restructure that was already
involved with revising content running
order, so it was important that creative
solutions worked in tandem with the new
editorial style.

The creative direction of the pages was
based around the wishes of the Editor
and data from focus groups and reader
surveys. Priority design requirements
included clearer signposting and
navigation, new infographics, and
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establising grids that suited the wish

to include more picture-lead features
and break up sections of copy with new
boxouts and side panels.

A faster, more accessible reader
experience

A new suite of infographics using
consistent shapes, image borders, and
graphic elements

Bolder use of photography with page
grids designed to accommodate full
bleed images
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Using a smaller and consistent font
family

Improved pdf to print distribution
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A handover to their art team of a full
set of working grids upon completion

of the launch

Presenting daily “Show and Tell”
meetings to all involved in the
redesign
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Later, they ponder their
reputation. “They call
us assholes,” says
stealth Eric Clapton

fan Tommy Ramone.

“| guesswe really
gettothem.”
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