
Uncut had focused primarily on music 
that spanned many generations but 
wanted to go back to its roots of catering 
for a younger audience. Research 
suggested that a pared-back content 
delivery would be successful, but the 
title’s creativity and personality needed 
to be maintained. The team created a 
new look and editorial running order 
that was varied and exciting whilst still 
delivering content in the desired manner.

The title also had to offer more value 
in terms of editorial content, so new 
boxouts and franchises were to be 
included whenever possible.

My role was to evolve the title in terms 

of feature design and content based 
upon market research findings. The 
features also had to suit the planned 
reorganisation of editorial pacing 
throughout the book.

Solution
• �Simplify what had become a 

complicated set of grids

• �Present content directly and in a 
consistent layout   

• �Retain body copy in a strict four- 
column grid

• �Allow more freedom on feature 
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the Clash

at the

moment’
Joe has spent a month on the run in France. Topper has quit. Britain

has gone to war over the Falkland Islands. And, weirdest of all, 

Combat Rock has climbed all the way up to No 2 in the album charts. 

CHARLES SHAAR MURRAY meets Òthe old trioÓ in a Portobello cafŽ

and discovers that domestic success has not exactly mellowed them.

THE CLASH arChIVe 1982
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BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

Boardwalk empire: 

Strummer, Jones 

and Simonon in 

Asbury Park, New 

Jersey, May 1982 
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August 1974, and DaviD Bowie is a man carrying a heavy 

burden. Management problems, extravagant stage set, a 

whole wardrobe full of personae. Soul music was his rescue: 

it poured balm on his problems, and pointed the way 

ahead. In exclusive new interviews, Carlos Alomar, Andy 

Newmark, Earl Slick, Geoff MacCormack, Ava Cherry, 

David Sanborn and Mike Garson recall how Lulu, Luther 

Vandross and 10 days of “freaky soul” in Philadelphia 

helped Bowie lay the groundwork for Young AmericAns, 

and a whole new direction. “It may be his best album,”  

says Mike Garson. “It was straight to the music.”
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Story: John Robinson

Bowie in 1974,  

in a shot from the 

rejected cover 

session for Young 

Americans
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THE CURE NICK CAVETOM WAITSNEIL YOUNG 
38 pages ofreviews

“It was confusing, scary…”

morrisseyThe real inside story on his very weird year
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records

EXCLUSIVE!MY BLOOdY VALENTINE“I’ve written  my Springsteen 
song!”

“Reader, meet author/With the hope of hearing sense…”
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REEd“I lie. I hate. I’m going  to take it all down  with me when I go.”
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headings through a large palette 
of fonts and colourways 

• �Negotiate a higher page budget 
to allow the use of memorable 
and iconic images

• �Organised and implemented pdf 
to printer protocols and uplinks

• �A handover to their art team of 
a full set of working grids upon 
completion of the launch

• �Daily “Show and Tell” meetings 
to senior management

Outcome
As a result, the team streamlined 
readability with a uniform set of 
grids that presented content in 
a much clearer manner, whilst 
retaining individuality within each 
spread. More freedom in opening 
header layouts and the wider 
variety of fonts greatly helped 
with this requirement.

August 1974, and DaviD Bowie is a man carrying a heavy 

burden. Management problems, extravagant stage set, a 

whole wardrobe full of personae. Soul music was his rescue: 

it poured balm on his problems, and pointed the way 

ahead. In exclusive new interviews, Carlos Alomar, Andy 

Newmark, Earl Slick, Geoff MacCormack, Ava Cherry, 

David Sanborn and Mike Garson recall how Lulu, Luther 

Vandross and 10 days of “freaky soul” in Philadelphia 

helped Bowie lay the groundwork for Young AmericAns, 

and a whole new direction. “It may be his best album,”  

says Mike Garson. “It was straight to the music.”
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DaviD Bowie is a man carrying a heavy 

burden. Management problems, extravagant stage set, a 

whole wardrobe full of personae. Soul music was his rescue: 

it poured balm on his problems, and pointed the way 

ahead. In exclusive new interviews, Carlos Alomar, Andy 

Newmark, Earl Slick, Geoff MacCormack, Ava Cherry, 

David Sanborn and Mike Garson recall how Lulu, Luther 

Vandross and 10 days of “freaky soul” in Philadelphia 

helped Bowie lay the groundwork for Young AmericAns, 

and a whole new direction. “It may be his best album,”  

says Mike Garson. “It was straight to the music.”
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Presidential, benevolent, 
elegant: BB King in the 
studio, October 18, 1971 

BB king
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BB King was a tireless ambassador for the blues, but is the 

sound that he loved now approaching extinction? Uncut 

salutes the guitar colossus - “An untouchable mountain of the 

blues!” – and investigates the survival chances of the music 

that King helped to invent... “We have a real, real problem!”

Story: David Cavanagh

Photograph: Estate Of Keith Morris/Redferns
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